
Sugar Creek voters will have the opportunity to show 
a little love to the Fire Department during the General 
Election rescheduled for June 2, 2020.

Voters are being asked to approve a half-cent 
sales tax for the City’s Fire Department. The tax 
would expire April 7, 2030, unless extended by 
voters.

If passed, the revenue generated 
from the half-cent sales tax would 
go directly to capital improvements 
for the Fire Department only. Those 
improvements will go toward:

• Replacement of the 2001 E-One 
Pumper 2: This pumper served as 
the department’s primary pumper 
for 14 years and is now nearing 
the end of its lifespan. It has been the 
reserve pumper since 2015. It is currently 

used as a backup when the primary pumper 
is out of service for repairs and hauls addi-
tional equipment and firefighters, among 

other things.
• Replacement of 40 self-contained breath-

ing apparatus (SCBA) bottles: These are essen-
tial in that they allow firefighters to breath 

in dangerous environments during 
fires and life-saving search and 
rescue operations. The bottles con-
taining breathable air have a shelf 
life of 15 years, and all the bottles 
will need to be replaced within the 
next seven years. The estimated 
cost of the bottles is $1,000 each.

• Bunker gear: This is what each 
firefighter wears, and a complete set 

Two ordinances and a proclama-
tion regarding the state of emergen-
cy declared because of the COVID-
19 pandemic were passed by the 
Sugar Creek Board of Aldermen dur-
ing an Special Meeting on Monday, 
April 6.

The three documents granted the 
Mayor the authority to declare a 
stay at home order through April 24, 
with a possible extension if neces-
sary, and its exceptions as well as a 
means for enforcement.

Similar action had to be taken 
by the City of Independence, said 
Mayor Mike Larson, otherwise only 
the county government would have 
the authority to enact and enforce 
such orders.

First came Ordinance No. 4321, 
which amended Chapter 8 of the 
City Code by adding nine new sec-
tions pertaining to the authority of 
the mayor to declare emergencies.

Sections 8-08 and 8-09 of Chapter 
8 now outline and clarify definitions 
used. 

Section 8-10 defines the Mayor’s 
power to direct resources and 
responses during an emergency. 

Section 8-11 and 8-12 gives the 
Mayor the authority to gather sup-
plies and services without the usual 

formalities such as seeking bids as 
well as the ability to direct others to 
acquire things the city departments 
need for the emergency. 

Section 8-13 outlines the allowed 
duration of the emergency, and how 
it can be shortened or lengthened.
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FROM THE DESK OF MAYOR MIKE LARSON...
Council Meeting Minutes 03/16/2020

• Regular Council meeting started 
promptly at 6:00 p.m. Roll call established 
a quorum with Aldermen Steffen absent 
from the meeting. The Consent Agenda 
passed unanimously.

• The first ordinance passed unani-
mously authorizing payment to Wil-Pav 
asphalt for concrete work and repair at 
Mike Onka hall

• The second ordinance amended sec-
tions of City Code to allow City Hall 
to add monetary penalties for returned 
checks or passing bad checks. It also 
passed unanimously.

• City Administrator Casey reported that 
Mr. Tim Olah has presented a proposal to 
the City of $75,000 to fabricate and install 
a metal roof over the new patio at Mike 
Onka Hall. A motion was made and sec-
onded to approve Kansas City Structural 
Steel proceeding with ordering and fab-
rication of metal roof with ordinance to 
follow at the next meeting. The motion 
passed unanimously.

• The City Administrator cited County 
rules in making the next two announce-
ments. First, the Annual Smokin’ in the 
Creek Contest will be rescheduled for a 
Saturday/Sunday weekend in October. 
Second, until further notice, all scheduled 
activities will be cancelled in the Sugar 
Creek Gym. The main concern with the 
Gym is whether anyone would be avail-
able to sanitize the Gym after each use. 
The led the Aldermen to agree to cancel 
all events previously scheduled in the 
Sugar Creek Gym.

• Chief Soule has shut down the 
lobby of the Police and Fire Building and 
Municipal Court has been cancelled by 
order of the Presiding Judge of the County. 
The Chief wanted to know if Sugar Creek 
Downtown was going to go ahead with its 

planned May 9th, 5K Fun Run. 
• Mr. Layton wanted everyone to know 

that the lobby of Public Works will be 
closed to customers. Any permits to the 
dump can be handled over the phone or 
by computer.

• Mr. Loving wanted the Council to 
know that an asphalt company from St. 
Joseph, MO has asked for a special use 
permit to use the old asphalt plant on the 
Rumble Landfill site. Mr. Loving wanted 
several points to be made to the Council:

1) Ideker Asphalt will use a Sugar Creek 
billing address

2) Ideker will not use N. Courtney Road
3) Ideker will use 291 to enter and exit 

the property, exclusively
4) Ideker will provide SC with a storm 

water/erosion plan
5) Ideker will provide SC with copies of 

their NPDES State Permit
6) Operate the plant within the same 

footprint as the old asphalt plant
7) Look into installing a water line from 

N. Courtney to the work site
• Mr. Loving wanted the Council 

to know that Ideker has already been 
approved for one very large project on 291 
with two smaller projects approved after-
ward. To help Ideker on time and within 
the correct time frame.

• City Hall will remain open for busi-
ness but it’s Lobby will also be closed. 
Please contact City Hall by phone, email 
or text. Seeing no further business, the 
Aldermen unanimously approved moving 
into closed session. In closed session, the 
Council was updated on a personnel mat-
ter. No action was needed. No vote was 
taken. The Aldermen voted to move back 
into open session at which time a motion 
was made and seconded to adjourn. 

• Council Meeting was adjourned at 
6:20 p.m.

Special Council Meeting 04/06/2020
• A Special Meeting was called 

to approve two ordinances and one 
Emergency Proclamation. This proved to 
be an historic meeting as it was conducted 
away from City Hall and was done over 
Zoom technology which allowed the pub-
lic to listen to the meeting. The meeting 
began at 6:02 p.m. The Consent Agenda 
was approved unanimously. The Board 
approved an Ordinance amending the City 
Code by adding nine new sections regard-
ing the authority of the Mayor to declare 
emergencies. The Ordinance was approved 
unanimously. The next item was the 
approval of the Emergency Government 
Proclamation of State of Emergency in the 
City of Sugar Creek. The final ordinance 
approved was the City of Sugar Creek, 
MO, issuing a Stay Home Order designed 
to slow the spread of Covid-19 within the 
City of Sugar Creek, MO and surrounding 
areas. According to City Attorney Jennifer 
Baird this Ordinance is another tool for 
the City of Sugar Creek to enforce the 
Jackson County Stay At Home order. The 
Ordinance gives the City legal authority to 
enforce the order effective April 7, 2020 
through April 24, 2020. The Ordinance 
will remain in effect if the County extends 
this deadline. 

• In other business, Chief Chris 
Soule reported that the Police and Fire 
Departments have minimal supplies such 
as masks and gloves. They are attempting 
to obtain this equipment through govern-
ment agencies. The Chief indicated that 
they have started a new procedure where 
anyone who enters the building must sign 
in and take their temperature and record 
the results.

• The council approved a motion to 
adjourn the meeting at 6:30 p.m.

NATIONAL PUBLIC SAFETY 
TELECOMMUNICATOR WEEK

The week of April 12-18, was designated as a time to celebrate our National Public Safety Telecommunicators.  
Due to the pandemic, our dispatchers were unable to attend their annual recognition banquet. The City of 

Sugar Creek would like to thank our dispatchers for the excellent work they do every day. We appreciate your 
dedication, professionalism and commitment as dispatchers for the City of Sugar Creek. THANK YOU! 



NEWS FROM CITY DEPARTMENTS
Public Works

REFUSE, RECYCLING, YARDWASTE– If you are having problems 
with any refuse, recycling or yardwaste questions please call Sue 
Mikula at Public Works 816-252-4413.

LARGE ROLL-OFF CONTAINER RENTAL– Contact Republic 
Services at 816-521-3100 to set up a roll-off container.

FROM THE WATER DEPARTMENT– A reminder to all residents 
that water meters can NOT be turned on or off by the homeowner 
or contractors. If you need to have the meter turned off for repairs, 
please contact City Hall and they will contact the correct department 
to arrange a time for the service to be turned off. Thank you for your 
cooperation.

SUMMER JOBS AVAILABLE– The City of Sugar Creek Public 
Works Department is accepting applications for the position of part-
time laborer. Applicants must be at least 16 years of age. The position 
is for a period of approximately 13 weeks. Applications are accepted 
at Sugar Creek City Hall between 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

SMOKIN’ IN THE CREEK– With the State mandated stay at home 
order, the 2020 Smokin’ In the Creek BBQ contest is postponed. The 
Concert In the Park that is held in conjunction with the contest will be 
Friday, October 16, 2020. The contest that is held on Saturday, October 
17 is closed to the public. Be sure to watch for more information in 
the coming months.

PUBLIC WORKS INFORMATION– During the stay at home order, 
the Public Works department is open and doing business as usual. 
The only change is that the lobby is NOT open to the public. If you 
have any questions, please contact us by phone (816) 252-4413 or 
email either Ed Layton at elayton@sugar-creek.mo.us or Sue Mikula 
at smikula@sugar-creek.mo.us. Public Works hours are 7:00 a.m. to 
3:30 p.m.

LANDFILL PERMITS– If you are in need of a landfill permit, please 
call 816-252-4413 and have the following information ready:

• Date permit is needed
• Name and address of the resident
• Who will be driving the vehicle.

• Type of trash you will be taking (i.e. yard waste, furniture, con-
struction debris, miscellaneous trash...etc.)

• Email address
The resident will need to print the permit out and take to the landfill 

ticket booth.
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PLEASE BE SURE 
TO RECYCLE

The City of Sugar Creek reminds all residents...

CENSUS INFORMATION
Residents should soon be receiving
2020 Census material in the mail.

Before you begin filling out online, please 
look at the address box. If the city is

Independence, the city should be 
changed to Sugar Creek. If you cannot 
change online, ask for mail-in material,

so you may record the correct city.
Otherwise, Sugar Creek will not receive 

accurate demographics.
THANK YOU, MAYOR MIKE LARSON

It is time to show a little appreciation for the 14 Public Works 
professionals in City of Sugar Creek.

The week of May 17-23 is National Public Works Week in the 
United States, according to Ed Layton, Director of Public Works.

This is also the 60th year of this observance, sponsored by 
the American Public Works Association/Canadian Public Works 
Association.

According to a resolution from the American Public Works 
Association, public works personnel have been considered first 
responders since 2003 by direction of then President George W. 
Bush following the 9/11 attacks. Public works personnel are direct-
ly involved in disaster responses in times of emergency to allow 
other responders to safely do their jobs, said Layton.

Public works professionals focus on the infrastructure, facili-
ties and services in Sugar Creek. Some of them are engineers and 
managers as well as the workers who rebuild, improve and protect 
modes of transportation, the water supply, water treatment and 
solid waste systems as well as public buildings and other structures 
and facilities.

The Sugar Creek Board of Aldermen were to pass both a resolu-
tion recognizing the Public Works Department as first responders 
and a proclamation recognizing National Public Works Week in 
April.

PUBLIC WORKS WEEK!

PLEASE NOTE: Due to 
the COVID-19 Pandemic, 

all Public Works
activities are cancelled 

until further notice.



– coat, pants, boots, helmet, gloves, Nomex 
hood – costs on average $2,500. These items 
are essential to keep firefighters save, but 
don’t last but 10 years on average. Boots need 
replacing after two years, the hoods every year 
and gloves as needed.

• Evolving and expanding department train-
ing: The Sugar Creek Fire Department has 
a limited training budget that depends on 
free training opportunities and creative use 
of limited materials. If approved, a portion 
of this sales tax would be used to enhance 
training efforts and support ongoing profes-
sional development. Some new training will 
be developed in areas including swift water 
rescue, forceable entry driver training, fire-
ground tactics and operations, Hazmat and 
officer training.

• Fire department staffing: Though the 

department’s pumper is staffed with two 
trained firefighter/EMTs and other off-duty 
personnel as needed. This is not meet the rec-
ommendations of the National Fire Protection 
Association (NFPA), which calls for four 
people and a minimum of 14 trained mem-
bers responding to a single-family dwelling. 
If approved, this sales tax would help the 
department address staffing issues.

Missouri Gov. Mike Parson, by executive 
order, mandated that all of the state’s munici-
pal elections scheduled for April 7, 2020, be 
moved to June 2, 2020, because of the COVID-
19 pandemic.

The ballots that were already printed with 
April’s date on them will still be used. Voters 
who have reached the age of 18 by April 7 will 
be eligible to vote.

Because of the postponement, the deadline 
for in-person absentee ballots to be returned 
to the election authority is now 7:00 p.m., 
June 2; the deadline for mailed in ballots is 
noon June 5. Requests for an absentee ballot 
must be made by 5 p.m., May 29, 2020.

The election results can be certified by the 
election authority between noon, June 5 and 
June 16, 2020.
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Section 8-14 allows for the Mayor to direct 
its enforcement.

Section 8-15 allows the Mayor to declare a 
water use emergency, as well, in the event of 
equipment failure or water availability.

Section 8-16 focuses on Public Health 
Emergencies. It gives the Mayor the author-
ity to declare areas of quarantine, to limit 
the number of people gathering in public, to 
determine which activities are critical, the 
ability to close or curtail businesses, and to 
give stay-at-home orders and grant exceptions.

The Board of Aldermen then passed the 
proclamation declaring a state of emergency 
with regard to the COVID-19 pandemic.

The state of emergency, as outlined in 
the proclamation, will last through April 24, 
unless extended or revoked by the Mayor and 
Board of Aldermen. It calls on residents to 
obey and comply with the directions of The 
City and County authorities.

The proclamation further notes that the City 
offices will be closed. Those City employees 
who can work from home should. Others 
whose job is deemed non-essential can be 

reassigned to other needed functions or laid 
off.

Finally, there is Ordinance No. 4322, which 
issues stay-at-home orders for residents in 
Sugar Creek in an effort to slow the spread of 
the COVID-19 virus.

The ordinance allows residents to leave 
their homes to perform essential activities 
but encourages those who are considered at 
risk for the severe forms of the disease to stay 
home. If the decision is made to leave home, 
the observation of social distancing require-
ments of 6-feet proximity should be the rule.

The ordinance defines essential business as 
including: the performance of tasks essential 
to health and safety as well as opportuni-
ties for exercise when social distancing can 
be observed; getting necessary services or 
supplies and performing work so that others 
can get these things; receiving healthcare; 
media services, gas stations, banks, home 
repair-related, mailing and shipping services, 
laundry, restaurants using pick-up or delivery 
option and childcare for those performing 
such services.

The penalty for violation of this order is 
$500 and/or 90 days in jail or revocation of a 
business license. It is set to end on April 24, 
unless revoked earlier or extended.

In addition, Mayor Larson has been featur-
ing information about the COVID-19 pandem-
ic and its impact on the City of Sugar Creek in 
daily emails called “This Week in the Creek.”

PANDEMIC SPARKS CITY 
TO TAKE ACTION 
Q continued from page 1

ELECTION POSTPONED 
UNTIL JUNE 2, 2020 
Q continued from page 1

The Mayor, Board of Aldermen and 
the Safety O!cer, Chief Soule, feel 

that it is necessary and prudent 
to declare playground equipment 
o" limits for the duration of the 

30-day stay-at-home order. 
Playground equipment in the 

various parks will be either taped 
o" with yellow tape or surrounded 

with plastic orange fencing, the 
basketball courts and tennis 
courts will be padlocked in

keeping with the Jackson County 
order, requiring everyone to keep 

at least 6 feet apart. It is our 
expectation that for this short 

period of time, this order will be 
respected by all. The parks are
still open. Please walk, run or

hike to your heart’s desire.
Stay safe. Stay healthy. 

SPECIAL
ANNOUNCEMENT

T hink Spring!
The Sugar Creek Community Garden 
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NEIGHBORLY NEWS
Life of Copeland Remembered

Virginia Faye (Martinovich) Copeland, 82 years young, 
passed away Sunday March 29, 2020 at home surrounded by 
loving family. 

She was born August 18, 1937 to Andy and Helen Martinovich 
in Sugar Creek, MO, joining siblings Shirley, 
Mary and Leroy. She was a lifelong res-
ident of the Independence area. In her 
57-year marriage to Bill Copeland Sr, they 
were blessed with children Bill Copeland Jr, 
Katherine Brogdon, Donna (Andy) Barnes, 
and Laura Meek. She was absolutely adored 

by her eight grandchildren, numerous great-grandchildren and 
great-great-granddaughter. 

Virginia was a kind, selfless and compassionate person, 
beloved by all fortunate enough to know her. She proudly 
earned her GED and worked as an interior painter, clerked at 
R.L. Polk, and retired from Commerce Bank. 

Preceding her in death were her parents, siblings, son, young-
est daughter and youngest grandchild, Brent Copeland.

Sincere thanks to Crossroads Hospice, and especially her 
nurse Cindy Troth, for the excellent care and support provided 
to her and the family during her 20-month journey.

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, graveside services will be 
announced at a later date.

 At !he "i#a$y...
MAY 2020

ALL RESIDENTS, 
PLEASE NOTE:

All Kansas City 
Public Library locations are 
closed as of Friday, March 
15, 2020. Visit our website, 
kclibrary.org for updates.

BUILDING OFFICIAL OPENING
The City of Sugar Creek, MO is accepting applica-

tions for the position of Building Official. The Building 
Official is an appointed and nonexempt hourly posi-
tion, responsible for the enforcement coordination 
RI� WKH�FLW\·V�EXLOGLQJ�DQG�SURSHUW\�PDLQWHQFH�FRGHV�
and performs all other duties normally encountered 
in connection with building inspections, plan review 
and code enforcement. 
$SSOLFDQWV� ZLWK� DQ� $VVRFLDWH·V� GHJUHH� RU� KLJKHU�

degree preferred. Experience in building inspections, 
construction, and code enforcement is mandatory. 
Two years experience in the field is required. An 
equivalent of experience and education will be con-
sidered. Salary to be determined based on qualifica-
tions and experience Accepting applications through 
May 29, 2020 at 5:00 p.m.

A City of Sugar Creek employment application 
is required and can be found at www.sugar-creek.
mo.us. Please submit application and resume to 
Human Resources at Sugar Creek City Hall 103 S. 
Sterling, Sugar Creek, MO 64054. 

The City of Sugar Creek is an EOE.

FINANCE ASSISTANT OPENING
Full time hourly position providing direct assis-

tance to the financial department of the City. Will 
perform professional accounting work by assisting in 
maintaining accounting systems, preparing monthly 
reports, reconciliation of accounts, clerical functions 
and working with the public. Accounting experience 
is required. Accepting applications through May 29, 
2020 at 5:00 p.m. 

A City of Sugar Creek employment application 
is required and can be found at www.sugar-creek.
mo.us. Please submit application and resume to 
Human Resources at Sugar Creek City Hall 103 S. 
Sterling, Sugar Creek, MO 64054.

The City of Sugar Creek is an EOE.

THE LITTLE FREE LIBRARY AT 
11420 BURTON IS OPEN!

The library has been cleaned and the books are individually 
wrapped in plastic bags that are taped closed.

These books are yours to keep.
There are some new books for the children.

The Free Library is outside, so the contamination threat is low.
Librarians will frequently clean the library surfaces and re-

move books to store elsewhere.
 During this time, please do not add books or return books.

We will advise you of any changes.

KEEP READING SUGAR CREEK!
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